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SUB J : ZAPU/ZANU MERGER MEETING 

1 . VINCENT MIJONI, EDITOR OF LUSAKA'S DAILY MAIL, CAME 

TO SEE ME LAST NIGHT ABOUT THE SCHEDULED PATRIOTIC FRONT 
MEETING AT THE END OF THIS WEEK. HE SAID FRANKLY THAT 
HE WAS COMING AS A PUBLIC RELATIONS FRIEND OF NKOMO/ZAPU 
BECAUSE HE WANTED TO BE SURE THAT THE U.S. ADOPTED A 
SYMPATHETIC ATTITUDE TOWARDS THE MERGED PF WHICH WOULD BE 
CREATED AT THE MEETING. 

2. MIJONI SAID THAT SINCE THE FORMATION OF THE PF TEN 
MONTHS AGO, WORK HAS BEEN UNDERWAY ON A STRUCTURE FOR 
A SINGLE UNIFIED PARTY. LEO ZJRON HAS BEEN PREPARING 
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A CONSTITUTION FOR THE PARTY WHICH IS NOW COMPLETE. NKOMO 
AND MUGABE HAVE AGREED ON THE MOVE, ALTHOUGH ALL OF THE 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE POSITIONS HAVE NOT YET BEEN DECIDED. 

NKOMO WILL OF COURSE BE HEAD OF THE ORGANIZATION. MUGABE 
WILL ENCOUNTER SOME OPPOSITION WITHIN HIS OWN ORGANIZATION 
FROM THE GROUP WHICH WAS INCARCERATED IN LUSAKA AFTER THE 
MURDER OF CHITEPO (TONGOGARA, GUMBO, MUDZI AND HAMADZIRIPI) 
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BUT HIS POSITION AT THE MOMENT IS STRONG ENOUGH TO ALLOW HIM 
TO HANDLE IT. MIJONI SAID THAT MUGABE WAS STRONGLY IN FAVOR 
OF THE MERGER BUT THE REAL MOTIVATING FORCE BEHIND IT WAS 
MUGABE'S GHANAIAN WIFE WHO IS INSISTING ON THE NEED FOR 
NATIONALIST UNITY. SHE IS HIGHLY POLITICIZED AND VERY INFLUENTIAL. 

3. MIJONI SAID THE MERGER WOULD NOT ONLY BE POLITICAL BUT 
ALSO MILITARY, INTENDED TO BRING GREATER DISCIPLINE TO THE 
ZANU FORCES. HE CLAIMED THAT THERE ARE NOW AS MANY AS 250 
ZANU MILITARY "COMMANDERS' 1 BEING DETAINED IN TANZANIA AND 300 
IN MOZAMBIQUE. NYERERE AND HRCHEL, HE SAID, SIMPLY 

GOT TIRED OF THE INDISCIPLINE. PETTY THIEVERY AND LAWLESSNESS 
OF THESE ELEMENTS. THEY ARE NOT LIKELY TO RELEASE THEM 
UNTIL THERE IS A DISCIPLINED AND UNITED STRUCTURE INTO 
WHICH THEY CAN BE INTEGRATED. 

4. REGARDING THE RHODESIAN SETTLEMENT NEGOTIATIONS, 

MIJONI SAID NKOMO WOULD NOT AGREE TO SEND MILITARY 
COMMANDERS TO THE DISCUSSIONS WITH LORD CARVER AND THE 
UN REP. HE WANTED TO AVOID AT ALL COSTS BRINGING HIS 
MILITARY COMMANDERS INTO PUBLIC LIMELIGHT AND STIMULATING 
THEIR POLITICAL AMBITIONS. PRESUMABLY THE PF WILL BE 
REPRESENTED BY POLITICAL LEVEL OFFICIALS AND PROBABLY 

BY NKOMO HIMSELF. MIJONI ALSO INDICATED THE MEETING WOULD 
BE DEVOTED TO THE MERGER. THERE WAS NO PLAN TO ISSUE 
OR DISCUSS A CONSTITUTION OR ALTERNATIVE PROPOSALS FOR A 
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SETTLEMENT IN RHODESIA TO THAT OF THE UK AND U.S. 

5. WE UNDERSTAND THE MEETINGS STARTED THURSDAY 
MORNING THE 29TH, WITH WORK SPLIT BETWEEN POLITICAL, 

MILITARY, CONSTITUTIONAL, PUBLICITY AND "COMMISSARIAT" 
(POLITICAL-MILITARY COORDINATION) COMMITTEES. 

6. COMMENT: MIJONI, WHO HAS BEEN EDITOR OF THE DAILY 

MAIL FOR NINE YEARS, IS EXTREMELY CLOSE TO NKOMO AND ZAPU 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. HE IS ALSO VERY WEOL CONNECTED WITH 
STATE HOUSE AND PRESIDENT KAUNDA. LIKE SO MANY OTHERS 
HERE, HE HAS A VERY HAZY IDEA OF THE SPECIFICS OF THE 
ANGLO-AMERICAN PROPOSAL. PART OF THE CONVERSATION, NOT 
REPORTED ABOVE, CONSISTED SIMPLY OF HIS QUESTIONS ABOUT 
PROVISIONS OF THE PROPOSAL. NOR ARE WE CERTAIN OF THE 
ACCURACY OF HIS STATEMENTS ABOUT MUGABE AND ZANU, ALTHOUGH 
WE DO BELIEVE HE ACCURATELY REFLECTS THE VIEWS OF NKOMO 
AND THE ZAPU EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. WHETHER THEY, IN TURN, 

ARE BEING OVERLY OPTIMISTIC ABOUT ZANU'S WILLINGENSS TO 
CREATE A UNIFIED PF PARTY REMAINS TO BE SEEN. THEY GIVE 
EVERY APPEARANCE, ANYWAY, OF HAVING BEEN FULLY CONVINCED 
THAT IT WILL OCCUR THIS WEEKEND. 
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